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Public Health Acts, 1875 and 1936, and other statutes confer upon
puhlic health authorities statutory power to make by-laws and regu-
lations. There are various restrictions on the power to make by-laws,
such as a limit on the penally to be prescribed for breach. By-laws
normally require confirmation by the Minister of Housing and Local
Government or by the Home Office, as the case may be. In conse-
quence of this requirement it is the practice to adopt, with or without
modification, model sets of by-laws drawn up by the confirming
authority. The courts may declare a by-law invalid, either as being
ultra vires or as being an unreasonable exercise of power: Kruse v.
Johnson, [1898] 2 Q.B. 91; K. & L. 38.1 The Town Police Clauses
Acts, 1847 and 1889, consolidate the usual provisions which were
formerly to be found in local Acts for the police regulation of towns.
The Acts enable a variety of by-laws to be made for traffic control,
public vehicles, street regulation, lighting and kindred subjects.
Local Government Finance.
There are four principal sources of revenue available to meet the Sources of
needs of a local authority: (i) rates, (ii) contributions from the
Central Government and other local authorities, (iii) loans, and
(iv) fees, charges and income from trading undertakings and from
estates.
Rates are a species of local taxation payable by the occupiers of Rates,
land and buildings. The amount varies with the annual value of the
property. There are certain total or partial exemptions. Agricul-
tural land no longer pays rates, while property used for productive,
industrial or freight-transport purposes is rated at a quarter of the
normal figure.2 The purpose of these exemptions is to relieve
industry of some of its burdens.
A rate is assessed upon the annual value of land or buildings. Rateable
This value represents the rent at which the property might reasonably Value-
be expected to let from year to year, less the annual cost of repairs,
insurance and other expenses. The law thus assumes the existence
of a hypothetical tenant, and calculates what sum he would be pre-
pared to pay for a lease on such terms. Special methods are pro-
vided for calculating the value of large undertakings, such as water-
works, harbours and mines. Railway and canal properties of the
Transport Commission and properties of the British Electricity
1	P. 309, post; see also Parker v. Bournemouth Corporation (1902), 86 L.T. 449.
2	Rating and Valuation (Apportionment) Act, 1928, and the Local Govern-
ment Act, 1929, ss. 67 and 68.

